Dilchar ging Solicitations, 


EDINBURGH, the fixth of November, 1677. 


=, He Lords of Council and Seſſion taking to'their ſerious conſideration, that by ſeveral Acts of Sederunt, 
| the Lords have formerly prohibited all Solicitations in Cauſes depending before them, whereby Parties 
I did endeavour and expect Fayour by the credit and moyen of themſelves or their friends interpoſing with 
the Lords, and perſon] reſpects not relating tothe Caule, to thegre:t diſcouragement of others who had 
Mact the like friendſhip or moven, and to the great trouble of all, conceiving it their incereſt , and that it 
might be looked on as a ſlight or n:g: if they did not upon all occaſions, by themſelves or their friends, 
ſolicite the whole Lords at their houſes, lying ſcattered thro gh the ſever al places of the City, imagining 
thereby to have much promoved their Iutereſt, and payed reſpect to the Lords, who have no regard to, 
but are troubled with ſuch Solicitations, ic being their duty and deſizn to do Juſtice to all impartiilly , without reſpect of 
Perſons. Notwithſtanding of which Acts and Endeayours of the Lords againſt Solicitations, the ſame have been revived, 
upon pretence of giving Information in the Cauſe, But now ſeing written Informations are become ocdinary, and that all. that 
ought to be repreſented to the Lords in any caſe, may eaſily and without trouble be done by written Informations ſent to the 
Lords by a ſervant, which they will heartily accept, and will not faile to peruſe ; and finding it inteofible to hinder Solicitati- 
ons, ſo long as they admit of verbal Informations: Therefore, the Lords do decl ire, that they will admitt of no Solicitation, 
or ve1 bal Inforr: ation in any Cauſe depending, or that ſhi1l depe d before them, during the dependance thereof, either by 
the Parties themſelves, cr any other perſon : And to the end the ſame may be effectual g inſt allimporcunity, the ſaids Lords 
do enact and declare, That ĩt ſhal be a relevant reaſon of Declinator againſt any of the faids Lords ordinary or extraordinary, 
that they have received or heard any Solicitation or verbal Information in the Cauſe during the deperidance thereof, but upon 
the firſt obſerving that the matget offered to be ſpoken to them did bear or import any Solicitation or verbal Information in a 
Cauſe depending, if they didgotuſeall the means they could to ſtop or withdraw to hear any further thereof; or in caſe any 
Solicitation or Information ina Caule depending be offered by a miſſive Letter, if they do not preſent the ſame to the Lords. 
Likeas the ſaids Lords do ſtrictly prohibite all Advocats, Clecks, Writers, and others depending on the Colledge of Juſtice, 
or their ſervants, tootfer to any of the Lords any So'icication or Information by word or letter, but only by written Infor- 
mations, Bills, or Tickets for calling, under tie pain ot deprivation, and being ficluded from the honſe, excepting the Clerk 
of the P rocels, for clearing any nter loq tor or Minute 1fthe Cauſe. Likeas, the ſaids Lords do declare, That it any Party 
or others of the Leidges, offer any Solicitation r information, by Word or Miſſive, that they will amerciat them as followes, 
11, Every Nc bleman, in three hundred Meiks ſcots; every Baron or Knight, in two hundred Merks ; every other Heres 
tor, Gentleman, or chief Burgeſs, ia one hundred pounds; and evety other perſon in one hundred Merks! :9ties quoties, to be 
applyed for the uſe of the poor. It is alwayes hereby declared, That the verbal Info:mation of any party, ox other perſon 
for him when required or allowed judicially, or before Auditors, in Dyets appointed for bo. h parties to be heard, or before 
the Ocdinarics upon the Bills, in relation to the paſſing of Bills of Suſpenſion or Advocation, or before any ot the Lords to 
whom either by conſeat of Parties, or by appointment or Recommendation of the Lords, an Accommodation in any Pro. 
cels is referred, is no waycs hereby prohibited: And to the effect the Leidges may be ſecured againſt any prejudice which 
they may apprehend by debarring them fro: Solicitation or verbal Information, the Zords do declare, That there ſhall be 
free acceſs for all perſons to inform them by written Intormations only, to be delivered by ſervants, and that in all caſes from 
time to time. And for the more {ure delivery of Informations, they »rdaine, that every one of the Lords ſhall have a ſervant 
attending in his houſe from five a clock to eight a clock at night, who ſhall be holden to receive any Informations, doubles of 
Bills, or Tickets for calling, that ſhall be given in, without payment of any money, under ſuch pain or puniſhment as the 
Lords ſhall think fit: And which Informations, Bills, and Tickets fhall be delivered by the ſervants of Advocats, or of the 
Parties, or other ſervants, and by none others. And ordains this AQ to be affixed. on the wall of the utter Houſe, and robe 
printed, that none pretend ignorance thereof. Extracted our of the Books of Sederunt by, ; 


Al. Glbſone 
G OD ſave t he King. 
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